What is claimed is.: 

1.. An Internet billing method comprising the seeps by 
an Internet access provider of: 

establishing a billing agreement with ac lease one 
customer and a remitting agreement with at least one vendor 
to bill a billing account of the at least cne. customer for 
products and ser/ices purchased ever the Internet by the at 
lease cne customer from the at least one vender and to remit 
to the at least one vender ; 

connecting the at least cne customer to the 

In t erne t ; 

obtaining transactional information ever the 
Internet from communications ever the Internet between the 
at least cne customer and the at least one vendor related to 
a purchase over the Internet by the at least one customer 
from the at least one vendor, wherein the transactional 
information includes a transaction amount; 

billing the transaction amount to the billing 
account of the at least one customer; and 

remitting a portion of the transaction amount to 
the at least cne vendor. 

2. "The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
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after the steo of obtaining the transactional information 
and before the seep cf billing the transaction amount: 

cbcaininc aoproval from a party other t nan one 
customer to bill the transaction amount to the billing 
account cf the least one customer. 

2. The method according to claim 2, wherein the 
approval is obtained from the provider. 

4. The method according to claim 2, vnerem the 
approval is obtained from a third party. 

5. The method according to claim 2, wherein the 
accrovai is obtained ever the Internet. 

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein the 
approval is obtained during communications between the at 
least one customer and the at least one vender. 

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the 
billing account is one of a credit card account, a bank 
account, a telephone number account, a cable television 
account, and an on-line services account. 

8. The method according to claim l, wherein the step 
of establishing the billing agreement comprises establishing 
a scecif ication for selecting a billing account to which the 
transaction amount is billed. 
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9. The method according to claim 1,. wherein tne step 
of establishing the billing agreement comprises specifying a 
oiuraiitv of billing accounts and wherein the transact icna_ 
information includes identification of one of the plurality 
of biilina accounts to which the transaction amount is 
billed without specifying an account number. 

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein the 
billing account is an account wich the provider. 

11. The method according to claim 1, wherein the 
billinc account is an account with a thiro party. 

12. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step 
of remitting comprises sending money. 

13. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step 
of remitting comprises crediting a vendor account. 

14. The method according to claim 13, wherein the 
vendor account is one of a credit card merchant account, a 
bank account, a telephone number account, a cable television 
account, and an on-line services account. 

15. The method according to claim 13, wherein the step 
of establishing the remitting agreement comprises 
establishing a specification for selecting a vendor account 
to which a portion of the transaction amount is remitted. 



16. The method according to claim 13, wherein the seep 
of establishing the remitting agreement comprises specifying 
a oiuraiitv of vendor accounts and wherein the transactional 
information includes identification of one of the plurality 
of vendor accounts to which the transaction amount is hilled 
without specifying an account number. 

17. The method according to claim 13, wherein the 
vendor account is an account with the provider. 

18. The method according to claim 13, wherein the 
vendor account is an account with a third party. 

19. The method according to claim 1, wherein the 
transactional information dees not include the billing 
account number to which the transaction amount is billed. 

20. The method according to claim 1, wherein the 
transactional information does net include any account 
number . 

21. An Internet billing method comprising the steps by 
a vendor of : 

establishing a remitting agreement with at least 
one Internet access provider to remit to the vendor a 
portion of a transaction amount billed to a billing account 
of at least one customer of the at least one Internet access 
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crovider for produces and services purchased ever the 
Internee by the at least cne customer f rem the vender ,• 

exchanging transactional :n::mac:cn over the 
Internet with the at least cne customer related to a 
curchase over the Internet by the at least one customer from 
the vendor, wherein the transactional information includes a 
transaction amount ; 

del ivermc the purchased prcduct cr service to the 

ac least one customer; and 

receivinc: the oorticn of the transaction amount 
from the at least one Internet access provider. 

22. The method according to claim 21, wherein the step 
of receiving comprises receiving money. 

23. The method according to claim 21, wherein the step 
of receiving comprises receiving a credit to a vendor 
account . 

24. The method according to claim 23, wherein the 
vendor account is one of a credit card merchant account, a 
bank account, a telephone number account, a cable -television 
account, and an on-line services account. 

25. The method according to claim 23, wherein the step 
of establishing the remitting agreement comprises 
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establishing a specification for selecting a vender account 
tc which the portion of the transaction amount -is remitted. 

2c. The method according to claim 23, wherein the step 
of establishing the remitting agreement comprises specifying 
a ciuraiitv of vender accounts and wherein the transactional 
information includes identification of one of the plurality 
of vender accounts to which the portion of the transaction 
amount is remitted.. 

27. The method according to claim 23, wherein the 
vendor account is an account with the- at least one provider. 

28. The method according tc claim 23, wherein the 
vendor account is an account with a third party. 

29. The method according to claim 21, wherein the 
transactional information does not include the billing 
account number to which the transaction amount is billed. 

30. The method according to claim 21, wherein the 
transactional information does not include any account 
number . 
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